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Ward: City Wide 

  
Bill No. 099 

 
CITY OF HAMILTON 

BY-LAW NO. 19-099 

To Amend By-law 17-225, a By-law to Establish a System of Administrative 
Penalties 

 
 

WHEREAS Council enacted a By-law to Establish a System of Administrative Penalties, 
being By-law No. 17-225; and 
 
WHEREAS this By-law amends By-law No. 17-225; 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the City of Hamilton enacts as follows: 

1. The amendments in this By-law include any necessary grammatical, numbering and 

lettering changes. 

2. Schedule A of By-law No.17-225 is amended by adding a new Table 16 titled BY-LAW 

NO.10-197 HAMILTON SIGN BY-LAW 

 
Table 16:  By-law 10-197 Hamilton Sign By-law 

ITEM 
COLUMN 1 
DESIGNATED BY-
LAW & SECTION 

COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

PERMITS 
1 10-197 3.2.1(a) display ground sign without permit $300.00 
2 10-197 3.2.1(b) display wall sign without permit $300.00 
3 10-197 3.2.1(c) display mobile sign without permit $100.00 
4 10-197 3.2.1(d) display banner sign without permit $100.00 
5 10-197 3.2.1(e) display temporary sign without permit $50.00 
6 10-197 3.2.1(f) display inflatable sign without permit $100.00 
7 10-197 3.2.1(g) display billboard without permit $500.00 
8 10-197 3.2.1(h) display digital billboard without permit $500.00 

9 10-197 3.2.4 
alter sign from original sign without written permission from 
Director/Chief Building Official 

$200.00 

EXISTING SIGN 
10 10-197 3.4.3(2) fail to comply with conditions of sign permit by Director $100.00 

GENERAL PROHIBITIONS/REGULATIONS 
11 10-197 4.1(a) permit/display sign without permit $100.00 

12 10-197 4.1(b) 
permit/display sign not in compliance with Sign By-law 
conditions/variance 

$200.00 

13 10-197 4.1(c) 
permit/display sign not specifically permitted under Sign By-
law 

$200.00 
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Table 16:  By-law 10-197 Hamilton Sign By-law 

ITEM 
COLUMN 1 
DESIGNATED BY-
LAW & SECTION 

COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

14 10-197 4.1(d)(i) 
permit/display sign on City property except poster/election 
sign as permitted 

$100.00 

15 10-197 4.1(d)(ii) permit/display sign on City property without permission $200.00 
16 10-197 4.1(e) permit/display sign on property without owner’s permission $200.00 
17 10-197 4.1(f) permit/display sign which obstructs the view by pedestrian $200.00 

18 10-197 4.1(f) 
permit/display sign which obstructs the view by driver of 
vehicle 

$200.00 

19 10-197 4.1(f) permit/display sign which obstructs traffic signal $200.00 
20 10-197 4.1(f) permit/display sign which obstructs traffic control devise $200.00 
21 10-197 4.1(f) permit/display sign which interferes with vehicular traffic $200.00 
22 10-197 4.1(g) permit/display sign on traffic signal $100.00 
23 10-197 4.1(g) permit/display sign on traffic control devise $100.00 
24 10-197 4.1(h) permit/display sign which illuminates onto adjacent property $100.00 

25 10-197 4.1(h) 
permit/display sign which illuminates onto path of vehicular 
traffic 

$200.00 

26 10-197 4.1(i) permit/display sign not maintained $100.00 
27 10-197 4.1(i) permit/display sign that is unsightly $100.00 
28 10-197 4.1(i) permit/display sign that is structurally inadequate $200.00 
29 10-197 4.1(i) permit/display sign that is faulty $100.00 
30 10-197 4.1(i) permit/display sign that is hazardous  $200.00 
31 10-197 4.1(j) permit/display sign when directed to remove $200.00 

32 10-197 4.1(k) 
permit/display sign which bears City logo without 
permission 

$200.00 

33 10-197 4.1(k) 
permit/display sign which bears City crest without 
permission 

$200.00 

34 10-197 4.1(k) 
permit/display sign which bears City seal without 
permission 

$200.00 

35 10-197 4.1(l) permit/display sign which does not comply with By-law $200.00 

36 10-197 4.1(l) 
permit/display sign which does not comply with statutes or 
regulation including Ontario Heritage Act 

$200.00 

37 10-197 4.2 sign owner fail to stop the display of sign $200.00 
PROHIBITED SIGNS 

38 10-197 5.1.1(a) 
permit/display sign with a video screen or any flashing, 
kinetic, or illusionary motion 

$100.00 

39 10-197 5.1.1(b) 
permit/display sign supported entirely/partly by the roof of a 
building/structure and which projects above the roof 

$200.00 

40 10-197 5.1.1(c) permit/display sign displayed within a visibility triangle $200.00 

41 10-197 5.1.1(d) 
permit/display sign displayed on a vehicle/trailer/truck 
parked/located on property unrelated to its normal use 

$100.00 

42 10-197 5.1.1(e) 
permit/display sign which obstructs parking space required 
by zoning by-laws 

$100.00 

43 10-197 5.1.1(f) 
permit/display sign within 400m of Highway 403/Queen 
Elizabeth Way/Lincoln M. Alexander Parkway or the Red 
Hill Valley Parkway 

$100.00 

44 10-197 5.1.2 permit/display sign not expressly permitted by Sign By-law  $200.00 
45 10-197 5.1.3 permit/display sign not permitted by zoning $200.00 
46 10-197 5.1.3 permit/display sign on property not permitted by zoning $200.00 

GROUND/CONSTRUCTION SIGN 
47 10-197 5.2.1 permit/display a Ground Sign not in accordance to By-law $300.00 
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ITEM 
COLUMN 1 
DESIGNATED BY-
LAW & SECTION 

COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

48 10-197 5.2.2(a) permit/display a Ground Sign without permit  $300.00 
   Permit/Timing  

49 10-197 5.2.2(b) 
permit/display construction information Ground Sign not in 
compliance with approved construction/development 
project under Planning Act 

$300.00 

50 10-197 5.2.2(c) 
permit/display construction information Ground Sign for 
more than 28 days after construction/development 

$100.00 

   Structure  

51 10-197 5.2.2(d) 
Ground Sign not embedded in a foundation in the ground to 
a depth of at least 1.2m or secured in a manner that is 
satisfactory 

$300.00 

52 10-197 5.2.2(d) 
Ground Sign not secured in a manner satisfactory to Chief 
Building Official  

$300.00 

53 10-197 5.2.2(e) 
permit/display a Ground Sign with a maximum sign area of 
0.3m2 for every 1.0m of frontage  

$300.00 

54 10-197 5.2.2(e) 
permit/display Ground Sign exceeding a total sign area of 
18.0m2 for a single- faced Ground Sign  

$300.00 

55 10-197 5.2.2(e) 
permit/display Ground Sign exceeding a total sign area of 
36.0m2 for a double or multi-faced 

$300.00 

56 10-197 5.2.2(f) 
permit/display Ground Sign exceeding a maximum height 
of 7.5m 

$300.00 

   Content  

57 10-197 5.2.2(g)(i) 
permit/display Ground Sign without municipal address 
number of property less than 15.0cm in height 

$200.00 

58 10-197 5.2.2(g)(ii)1. 
permit/display Ground Sign without the name of business in 
copy less than15.0cm in height 

$100.00 

59 10-197 5.2.2(g)(ii)2. 
permit/display Ground Sign without the registered 
trademark of business in copy less than 15.0cm in height 

$100.00 

60 10-197 5.2.2(g)(ii)3. 
permit/display Ground Sign without name of ownership of 
business in copy less than 15.0cm in height 

$100.00 

61 10-197 5.2.2(g)(ii)4. 
permit/display Ground Sign without name of activity/ 
product/service in copy less than 15.0cm in height 

$100.00 

62 10-197 5.2.2(g)(iii) 
permit/display Ground Sign exceeding more than 50% 
readograph or electronic message display 

$200.00 

63 10-197 5.2.2(g)(iii) 
permit/display Ground Sign with readograph or electronic 
message display less than 3 seconds and movement/ 
colour/intensity/illumination change 

$100.00 

64 10-197 5.2.2(g)(iv) 
permit/display Ground Sign for institutional purposes 
exceeding 75% with readograph or electronic message 
display  

$100.00 

65 10-197 5.2.2(g)(iv) 

permit/display Ground Sign for institutional purposes with 
readograph or electronic message display copy less than 3 
seconds and movement/colour /intensity/ illumination 
change 

$100.00 

66 10-197 5.2.2(g)(v) advertise a business not on property by Ground Sign $100.00 
67 10-197 5.2.2(g)(v) advertise an activity not on property by Ground Sign $100.00 
68 10-197 5.2.2(g)(v) advertise a product/service not on property by Ground Sign  $100.00 

69 10-197 5.2.2(g)(v) 
advertise a charity/community activity not on property by 
Ground Sign 

$100.00 
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ITEM 
COLUMN 1 
DESIGNATED BY-
LAW & SECTION 

COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

70 10-197 5.2.2(g)(vi) 

Ground Sign exceeding 25% of the sign area or 1.2m2, 
whichever is lesser for electronic message display not 
within Downtown Community Improvement Project/ 
Business Improvement/Ancaster Village Core/Glanbrook 
Village Core Areas 

$100.00 

71 10-197 5.2.2(g)(vii) 

Ground Sign not advertising business/activity/product/ 
service on property within the Downtown Community 
Improvement Project/Business Improvement/Ancaster 
Village Core/Glanbrook Village Core Areas  

$100.00 

   Location  

72 10-197 5.2.2(h) 
permit/display Ground Sign within 15.0m of a traffic signal/ 
traffic control device 

$100.00 

73 10-197 5.2.2(i) 
permit/display Ground Sign within 1.5m or distance equal to 
75% of the height of the Ground Sign, whichever is greater, 
of any property line 

$100.00 

74 10-197 5.2.2(j) 
permit/display Ground Sign along the same frontage used 
to calculate the maximum sign area 

$100.00 

75 10-197 5.2.2(k) 
permit/display Ground Sign within 200m of another Ground 
Sign along same frontage 

$100.00 

76 10-197 5.2.2(l)(i) 
permit/display more than 1 construction information Ground 
Sign per frontage 

$100.00 

77 10-197 5.2.2(l)(ii) 
permit/display more than 1 Ground Sign which provides 
courtesy/directional information/menu board/clearance sign 
per frontage 

$100.00 

78 10-197 5.2.2(m) 
permit/display more than 2 Construction Information 
Ground Sign for any single development/construction 
project 

$100.00 

79 10-197 5.2.2(n)(i) 
permit/display Ground Sign on property of single detached 
dwelling  

$75.00 

80 10-197 5.2.2(n)(ii) 
permit/display Ground Sign on property of semi detached 
dwelling  

$75.00 

81 10-197 5.2.2(n)(iii) permit/display Ground Sign on property of duplex dwelling $75.00 
82 10-197 5.2.2(n)(iv) permit/display Ground Sign on property of triplex dwelling $75.00 
83 10-197 5.2.2(n)(v) permit/display Ground Sign on property of fourplex dwelling  $75.00 
84 10-197 5.2.2(n)(vi) permit/display Ground Sign on street townhouse property  $75.00 
85 10-197 5.2.2(n)(vii) permit/display Ground Sign on property of mobile home  $75.00 

86 10-197 5.2.2(n)(viii) 
permit/display Ground Sign on property of residential care 
facility  

$100.00 

87 10-197 5.2.2(n)(ix) permit/display Ground Sign on property of lodging house $100.00 
88 10-197 5.2.2(n)(x) permit/display Ground Sign on property of retirement home $100.00 

89 10-197 5.2.2(n)(xi) 
permit/display Ground Sign on property of emergency 
shelter  

$100.00 

90 10-197 5.2.3 
permit/display Ground Sign on undeveloped or vacant 
property where Billboard has not been removed 

$200.00 

WALL SIGNS/PROJECTING SIGNS 
91 10-197 5.3.1 permit/display Wall Sign not in accordance to By-law $200.00 
   Permit/Timing  
92 10-197 5.3.2(a) permit/display Wall Sign without a permit  $200.00 
   Structure  
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Table 16:  By-law 10-197 Hamilton Sign By-law 

ITEM 
COLUMN 1 
DESIGNATED BY-
LAW & SECTION 

COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

93 10-197 5.3.2(b) 
permit/display Wall Sign to extend beyond the sides or top 
of the wall 

$200.00 

94 10-197 5.3.2(c) 
permit/display Wall Sign to exceed 15% of total area of the 
wall 

$200.00 

95 10-197 5.3.2(d) permit/display Wall Sign less than 2.8m above grade $200.00 
   Content  

96 10-197 5.3.2(e) 
permit/display Projecting Sign more than 1.0m2 with sign 
area exceeding 20% copy 

$100.00 

97 10-197 5.3.2(f) 
permit/display Wall Sign to exceed 50% of the sign area be 
a readograph/electronic message  

$200.00 

98 10-197 5.3.2(f) 
permit/display Wall Sign with a readograph/electronic 
message display message with less than 3 seconds of 
movement/change in colour/intensity of illumination 

$200.00 

99 10-197 5.3.2(g) 
permit/display Wall Sign that does not advertise the 
business/activity/product or service/charity’s/community 
organization’s activity on the property   

$100.00 

100 10-197 5.3.2(h) 
permit/display Wall Sign that exceeds 25% of the sign area 
or 1.2m2, whichever is less 

$200.00 

101 10-197 5.3.2(i) 

permit/display Wall Sign within the Downtown Community 
Improvement Project/Business Improvement/Ancaster 
Village Core/Glanbrook Village Core areas that does not 
advertise the business/activity/service on the property 

$100.00 

   Location  

102 10-197 5.3.2(j) 
permit/display Wall Sign that overhangs public right of way 
with no encroachment agreement/liability insurance  

$200.00 

103 10-197 5.3.2(k) 
permit/display Wall Sign that overhangs public right of way 
on the same building wall used to calculate the maximum 
sign area 

$200.00 

104 10-197 5.3.2(l)(i) permit/display Wall Sign on a Single Detached Dwelling $75.00 
105 10-197 5.3.2(l)(ii) permit/display Wall Sign on a Semi-Detached Dwelling $75.00 
106 10-197 5.3.2(l)(iii) permit/display Wall Sign on a Duplex $75.00 
107 10-197 5.3.2(l)(iv) permit/display Wall Sign on a Triplex $75.00 
108 10-197 5.3.2(l)(v) permit/display Wall Sign on a Fourplex or Quadruplex $75.00 
109 10-197 5.3.2(l)(vi) permit/display Wall Sign on a Street Townhouse $75.00 
110 10-197 5.3.2(l)(vii) permit/display Wall Sign on a Mobile Home $75.00 
111 10-197 5.3.2(l)(viii) permit/display Wall Sign on a Residential Care Facility $100.00 
112 10-197 5.3.2(l)(ix) permit/display Wall Sign on a Lodging House $100.00 
113 10-197 5.3.2(l)(x) permit/display Wall Sign on a Retirement Home $100.00 
114 10-197 5.3.2(l)(xi) permit/display Wall Sign on an Emergency Shelter $100.00 

MOBILE SIGNS 
115 10-197 5.4.1 permit/display Mobile Sign not in accordance to By-law $100.00 
   Permit/Timing  
116 10-197 5.4.2(a) permit/display Mobile Sign without permit $100.00 
117 10-197 5.4.2(d) permit/display Mobile Sign exceeding 28 consecutive days $100.00 
   Structure  

118 10-197 5.4.2(g) 
permit/display Mobile Sign with sign area exceeding 4.5m2 
for commercial/industrial use 

$100.00 

119 10-197 5.4.2(h) 
permit/display Mobile Sign exceeding maximum height of 
2.7m and maximum width of 2.5m 

$100.00 
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ITEM 
COLUMN 1 
DESIGNATED BY-
LAW & SECTION 

COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

   Content  
120 10-197 5.4.2(i) permit/display Mobile Sign that is illuminated $100.00 
121 10-197 5.4.2(j) permit/display Mobile Sign with electronic message display $100.00 

122 10-197 5.4.2(k) 
permit/display Mobile Sign without name and telephone 
number of sign owner clearly visible 

$100.00 

123 10-197 5.4.2(m) 
permit/display Mobile Sign advertising a business/ 
activity/product/service that is not on the property  

$100.00 

   Location  

124 10-197 5.4.2(n) 
permit/display Mobile Sign in location not approved by 
Director  

$100.00 

125 10-197 5.4.2(o)(i) 
permit/display Mobile Sign within 15.0m of an intersection/ 
traffic signal/traffic control device 

$100.00 

126 10-197 5.4.2(o)(ii) permit/display Mobile Sign within 3.0m of a driveway line $100.00 

127 10-197 5.4.2(o)(iii) 
permit/display Mobile Sign within 15.0m of a side property 
line abutting a residential property 

$100.00 

128 10-197 5.4.2(o)(iii) 
permit/display Mobile Sign within 3.0m of a side property 
line abutting a property with other use 

$100.00 

129 10-197 5.4.2(o)(iv) permit/display Mobile Sign within 1.5m of a street line $100.00 

130 10-197 5.4.2(o)(v) 
permit/display Mobile Sign in parking space required by 
zoning 

$100.00 

131 10-197 5.4.2(p) permit/display Mobile Sign on vacant property $100.00 

132 10-197 5.4.2(q) 
permit/display 2 Mobile Signs, not separated by at least 
50.0m on a property at any one time 

$100.00 

133 10-197 5.4.2(r)(i) 
permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Single 
Detached Dwelling 

$75.00 

134 10-197 5.4.2(r)(ii) 
permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Semi-Detached 
Dwelling 

$75.00 

135 10-197 5.4.2(r)(iii) permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Duplex $75.00 
136 10-197 5.4.2(r)(iv) permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Triplex $75.00 

137 10-197 5.4.2(r)(v) 
permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Fourplex or 
Quadruplex 

$75.00 

138 10-197 5.4.2(r)(vi) permit/display Mobile Sign on a Street Townhouse $75.00 
139 10-197 5.4.2(r)(vii) permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Mobile Home $75.00 

140 10-197 5.4.2(r)(viii) 
permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Residential 
Care Facility 

$100.00 

141 10-197 5.4.2(r)(ix) permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Lodging House $100.00 

142 10-197 5.4.2(r)(x) 
permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Retirement 
Home 

$100.00 

143 10-197 5.4.2(r)(xi) 
permit/display Mobile Sign on property of an Emergency 
Shelter 

$100.00 

BANNERS 
144 10-197 5.5.1 permit/display Banner Sign not in accordance to By-law $100.00 
   Permit/Timing  

145 10-197 5.5.2(a) 
permit/display Banner Sign with sign area exceeding 1m2 

without permit  
$100.00 

146 10-197 5.5.2(c) permit/display Banner Sign exceeding 28 consecutive days $100.00 
   Structure  
147 10-197 5.5.2(d) permit/display Banner Sign not securely attached $100.00 
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DESIGNATED BY-
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COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

148 10-197 5.5.2(e) 
permit/display Banner Sign exceeding maximum 6.0m2 sign 
area 

$100.00 

   Content  

149 10-197 5.5.2(f)(ii) 
permit/display Banner Sign of a business/activity/product or 
service not located on property  

$100.00 

150 10-197 5.5.2(g)(ii) 
permit/display Banner Sign of a business/activity/product or 
service not located on the adjacent property 

$100.00 

   Location  
151 10-197 5.5.2(h) permit/display Banner Sign on boundary fence $100.00 

152 10-197 5.5.2(i) 
permit/display more than 1 Banner Sign on each building 
elevation/structure or fence  

$100.00 

153 10-197 5.5.2(j)(i) 
permit/display Banner Sign on property of a Single 
Detached Dwelling 

$75.00 

154 10-197 5.5.2(j)(ii) 
permit/display Banner Sign on property of a Semi-Detached 
Dwelling 

$75.00 

155 10-197 5.5.2(j)(iii) permit/display Banner Sign on property of a Duplex $75.00 
156 10-197 5.5.2(j)(iv) permit/display Banner Sign on property of a Triplex $75.00 

157 10-197 5.5.2(j)(v) 
permit/display banner Sign on property of a Fourplex or 
Quadruplex 

$75.00 

158 10-197 5.5.2(j)(vi) permit/display Banner Sign on a Street Townhouse $75.00 
159 10-197 5.5.2(j)(vii) permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Mobile Home $75.00 

160 10-197 5.5.2(j)(viii) 
permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Residential 
Care Facility 

$100.00 

161 10-197 5.5.2(j)(ix) permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Lodging House $100.00 

162 10-197 5.5.2(j)(x) 
permit/display Mobile Sign on property of a Retirement 
Home 

$100.00 

163 10-197 5.5.2(j)(xi) 
permit/display Mobile Sign on property of an Emergency 
Shelter 

$100.00 

BANNERS/TEMPORARY/ARICULTUAL PRODUCE PORTABLE/COROGATED 
PLASTIC/NEW HOME DEVEL. & SIDEWALK SIGNS 

164 10-197 5.6.1 permit/display Temporary Sign not in accordance to By-law $100.00 
   Permit/Timing  
165 10-197 5.6.2(a) permit/display Temporary Sign without a permit $100.00 
166 10-197 5.6.2(b) permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign for more than 1year  $100.00 

167 10-197 5.6.2(c)(ii) 
permit/display New Home Devel. Portable Sign before noon 
on Friday and after noon the following Monday 

$100.00 

168 10-197 5.6.2(d) 
permit/display Sidewalk Sign on public property without 
permit 

$100.00 

   Structure  

169 10-197 5.6.2(e)(i) 
permit/display Temporary Sign permanently secured to the 
ground/structure or tree  

$100.00 

170 10-197 5.6.2(e)(ii) 
permit/display Temporary Sign to exceed 0.48m2 of sign 
area for each face 

$100.00 

171 10-197 5.6.2(e)(iii) permit/display Temporary Sign to exceed 0.8m in height $100.00 

172 10-197 5.6.2(f) 
permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign to exceed 2.2m2 of 
sign area for each face 

$100.00 

   Content  
173 10-197 5.6.2(g) permit/display Temporary Sign that is illuminated  $100.00 
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ITEM 
COLUMN 1 
DESIGNATED BY-
LAW & SECTION 

COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

174 10-197 5.6.2(h) 
permit/display Temporary Sign that is an electronic 
message display 

$100.00 

175 10-197 5.6.2(i)(ii) 
permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign on private property 
of a business/activity/product or service not located on the 
property 

$100.00 

176 10-197 5.6.2(j)(ii) 
permit/display Sidewalk Sign on public property of a 
business/activity/product or service not located on the 
adjacent private property 

$100.00 

   Location  

177 10-197 5.6.2(k)(i) 
permit/display Agricultural Produce/New Home Devel. 
Portable Sign on public property  

$100.00 

178 10-197 5.6.2(k)(ii) 
permit/display Agricultural Produce/New Home Devel. 
Portable Sign obstructing permanent sign 

$100.00 

179 10-197 5.6.2(k)(iii) 
permit/display Agricultural Produce/New Home Devel. 
Portable Sign on traffic island/median or attached to pole 

$100.00 

180 10-197 5.6.2(k)(iv) 
permit/display Agricultural Produce/New Home Devel. 
Portable Sign on public sidewalk 

$100.00 

181 10-197 5.6.2(k)(v) 
permit/display Agricultural Produce/New Home Devel. 
Portable Sign less than 3.0m from driveway 

$100.00 

182 10-197 5.6.2(k)(vi) 
permit/display Agricultural Produce/New Home Devel. 
Portable Sign less than 1.5m from edge of curb/travelled 
portion of roadway 

$100.00 

183 10-197 5.6.2(k)(vii) 
permit/display Agricultural Produce/New Home Devel. 
Portable Sign on the untravelled portion of the street  

$100.00 

184 10-197 5.6.2(k)(viii) 
permit/display more than 1 Agricultural Produce/New Home 
Devel. Portable Sign per person on corner of intersection  

$100.00 

185 10-197 5.6.2(k)(ix) 
permit/display Agricultural Produce/New Home Devel. 
Portable Sign without liability insurance 

$100.00 

186 10-197 5.6.2(l)(i) permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign on public property  $100.00 

187 10-197 5.6.2(l)(ii)(1) 
permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign within 15.0m of 
intersection of traffic signal/device 

$100.00 

188 10-197 5.6.2(l)(ii)(2) 
permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign within 3.0m of 
driveway 

$100.00 

189 10-197 5.6.2(l)(ii)(3) 
permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign within 15.0m of side 
property abutting property used as residential 

$100.00 

190 10-197 5.6.2(l)(ii)(3) 
permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign within 3.0m of side 
property abutting property not used as residential 

$100.00 

191 10-197 5.6.2(l)(ii)(4) permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign within 1.5m of street $100.00 

192 10-197 5.6.2(l)(ii)(5) 
permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign in parking space 
required by zoning 

$100.00 

193 10-197 5.6.2(l)(iii) permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign on vacant property $100.00 

194 10-197 5.6.2(l)(iv) 
permit/display Corrugated Plastic Sign within 10.0m of 
another corrugated plastic sign 

$100.00 

195 10-197 5.6.2(m)(i) 
permit/display Sidewalk sign on private property not close 
to front wall 

$100.00 

196 10-197 5.6.2(m)(ii) permit/display more than 1 Sidewalk sign per business $100.00 
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Table 16:  By-law 10-197 Hamilton Sign By-law 

ITEM 
COLUMN 1 
DESIGNATED BY-
LAW & SECTION 

COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

197 10-197 5.6.2(m)(iii)(1) 

permit/display Sidewalk sign on a sidewalk/boulevard/ 
travelled portion of street in the Downtown Community 
Improvement Project Area/a Business Improvement Area/ 
Ancaster Village Core Area/Glanbrook Village Core Area  

$100.00 

198 10-197 5.6.2(m)(iii)(2) 
permit/display Sidewalk sign adjacent to curb opposite/ 
against front wall of business not maintaining minimum 
1.5m of unobstructed sidewalk 

$100.00 

199 10-197 5.6.2(m)(iii)(3) 
permit/display Sidewalk sign not during hours of operation 
of business 

$100.00 

200 10-197 5.6.2(m)(iii)(4) permit/display Sidewalk sign without liability insurance  $100.00 
INFLATABLE SIGNS 

201 10-197 5.7.1 permit/display Inflatable Sign not in accordance to By-law $100.00 
   Permit/Timing  
202 10-197 5.7.2(a) permit/display Inflatable Sign without a permit $100.00 
203 10-197 5.7.2(c) permit/display Inflatable Sign exceeding 14 days  $100.00 
   Structure  
204 10-197 5.7.2(d) permit/display Inflatable Sign not properly secured  $100.00 

205 10-197 5.7.2(e) 
permit/display Inflatable Sign exceeding 7.0m tall/6.0m 
wide 

$100.00 

   Content  

206 10-197 5.7.2(g) 
permit/display Inflatable Sign not advertising business on 
the property/activity/product or service 

$100.00 

   Location  

207 10-197 5.7.2(h) 
permit/display Inflatable Sign less than 5.0m from property 
line  

$100.00 

208 10-197 5.7.2(i) 
permit/display Inflatable Sign on property not zoned 
commercial/industrial 

$100.00 

POSTERS 
209 10-197 5.8.1 permit/display Poster Sign not in accordance to By-law $100.00 
   Permit/Timing  
210 10-197 5.8.2(b) permit/display Poster Sign exceeding 21 days  $100.00 
211 10-197 5.8.2(b) permit/display Poster Sign exceeding 3 days after event  $100.00 
   Structure  
212 10-197 5.8.2(c) permit/display Poster Sign not affixed by tape only  $100.00 

213 10-197 5.8.2(d) 
permit/display Poster Sign not made of biodegradable 
material 

$100.00 

214 10-197 5.8.2(e) permit/display Poster Sign exceeding 0.13m2 sign area $100.00 
   Location  

215 10-197 5.8.2(f)(i) 
permit/display more than 1 Poster Sign for a kiosk on public 
property 

$100.00 

216 10-197 5.8.2(f)(ii) 
permit/display more than 1 Poster Sign on a poster sleeve 
on public property 

$100.00 

217 10-197 5.8.2(f)(iii) 
permit/display more than 1 Poster Sign on a utility pole on 
public property 

$100.00 

218 10-197 5.8.2(f)(iii) 
permit/display more than 1 Poster Sign on a utility pole 
within 200m of another utility pole with same advertising on 
public property 

$100.00 

219 10-197 5.8.2(g)(i) 
permit/display Poster Sign exceeding 2.2m2 of sign area on 
private property  

$100.00 
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Table 16:  By-law 10-197 Hamilton Sign By-law 

ITEM 
COLUMN 1 
DESIGNATED BY-
LAW & SECTION 

COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

220 10-197 5.8.2(g)(ii) 
permit/display Poster Sign within 200m of another sign on 
same private property 

$100.00 

ELECTION SIGNS 
221 10-197 5.9.1 permit/display Election Sign not in accordance to By-law $50.00 
   Permit/Timing  

222 10-197 5.9.2(b) 
permit/display Federal/Provincial Election Sign before date 
of writ of election  

$50.00 

223 10-197 5.9.2(c) 
permit/display Municipal Election Sign 28 days prior to 
voting day 

$50.00 

224 10-197 5.9.2(d) fail to remove Election Signs 3 days after voting day  $50.00 
   Structure  

225 10-197 5.9.2(e)(i) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Single Detached Dwelling 

$50.00 

226 10-197 5.9.2(e)(ii) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Semi Detached Dwelling 

$50.00 

227 10-197 5.9.2(e)(iii) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Duplex 

$50.00 

228 10-197 5.9.2(e)(iv) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Triplex 

$50.00 

229 10-197 5.9.2(e)(v) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Fourplex or Quadruplex 

$50.00 

230 10-197 5.9.2(e)(vi) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Street Townhouse 

$50.00 

231 10-197 5.9.2(e)(vii) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Mobile Home 

$50.00 

232 10-197 5.9.2(e)(viii) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Residential Care Facility 

$50.00 

233 10-197 5.9.2(e)(ix) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Lodging House 

$50.00 

234 10-197 5.9.2(e)(x) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Retirement Home 

$50.00 

235 10-197 5.9.2(e)(xi) 
permit/display Election Sign exceeding 1.5m2 on property of 
Emergency Shelter 

$50.00 

   Content  

236 10-197 5.9.2(g) 
permit/display Election Sign with electronic message 
display  

$50.00 

BILLBOARDS 
237 10-197 5.10.1 permit/display Billboard Sign not in accordance to By-law  $500.00 
   Permit/Timing  
238 10-197 5.10.2(a) permit/display Billboard Sign without permit $500.00 
   Structure  
239 10-197 5.10.2(b) permit/display Billboard Sign exceeding 18.0m2 sign area $500.00 

240 10-197 5.10.2(c) 
permit/display Billboard Sign exceeding 12.0m high and 
more than 4.0m wide  

$500.00 

   Content  
241 10-197 5.10.2(d) permit/display non-tri-vision Billboard Sign with animation  $500.00 

242 10-197 5.10.2(e) 
permit/display Billboard Sign exceeding 50% readograph 
sign area  

$500.00 

   Location  
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DESIGNATED BY-
LAW & SECTION 

COLUMN 2 
SHORT FORM WORDING 

PENALTY 
AMOUNT 
Box 1 

243 10-197 5.10.2(f) 
permit/display Billboard Sign on property within Downtown 
Community Improvement Project/Waterdown Urban  
Settlement Areas 

$500.00 

244 10-197 5.10.2(g) 
permit/display Billboard Sign less than 300.0m from 
another Billboard 

$500.00 

245 10-197 5.10.2(h) 
permit/display Billboard Sign less than 300.0m from any 
residentially zoned property 

$500.00 

246 10-197 5.10.2(i) 
permit/display Billboard Sign less than 15.0m from any 
property line 

$500.00 

247 10-197 5.10.2(j) 
permit/display Billboard Sign on vacant/undeveloped 
property zoned commercial/industrial 

$500.00 

248 10-197 5.10.3 
sign owner fail to remove Billboard Sign from un-vacant/ 
undeveloped property 

$500.00 

DIGITAL BILLBOARDS 

249 10-197 5.10A.1 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign not in accordance to 
By-law 

$500.00 

   Permit/Timing  
250 10-197 5.10A.2(a) permit/display Digital Billboard Sign without a permit  $500.00 
   Structure  

251 10-197 5.10A.2(b)(i) 
permit/display single/double/V-shape Digital Billboard Sign 
exceeding maximum sign area of 18.6 m2 for each sign 
face 

$500.00 

252 10-197 5.10A.2(b)(ii) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign exceeding maximum 
height of 6.1 m for each sign face 

$500.00 

253 10-197 5.10A.2(b)(iii) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign exceeding maximum 
width of 10m 

$500.00 

254 10-197 5.10A.2(b)(iii) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign exceeding maximum 
width of 12m facing the Lincoln M. Alexander Parkway 

$500.00 

255 10-197 5.10A.2(c)(i) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign facing the Lincoln M. 
Alexander Parkway exceeding maximum sign area of 
36.2m2  

$500.00 

256 10-197 5.10A.2(c)(ii) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign facing the Lincoln M. 
Alexander Parkway exceeding maximum height of 10.7m 

$500.00 

257 10-197 5.10A.2(c)(iii) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign facing the Lincoln M. 
Alexander Parkway exceeding maximum width of 12m 

$500.00 

   Content  

258 10-197 5.10A.2(d) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign exceeding maximum 
luminosity level of 300 candelas per m2 at night and 6000 
candelas per m2 during the day 

$500.00 

259 10-197 5.10A.2(e)(i) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign that does not limit light 
to 0.3 candles above ambient light levels at a distance of 
41m with a sign area not more than 18.6m2  

$500.00 

260 10-197 5.10A.2(e)(ii) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign that does not limit light 
to 0.3 candles above ambient light levels at a distance of 
51m with a sign area of more than 18.6m2 

$500.00 

261 10-197 5.10A.2(e)(iii) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign that does not limit light 
to 0.3 candles above ambient light levels at a distance of 
76m with a sign area of more than 28m2 

$500.00 
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Box 1 

262 10-197 5.10A.2(f) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign between the hours of 
12 a.m. and 6 a.m. 

$500.00 

263 10-197 5.10A.2(g) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign less than minimum 
dwell time of 6 seconds 

$500.00 

264 10-197 5.10A.2(h) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign more than maximum 
transition time of 1 second 

$500.00 

   Location  

265 10-197 5.10A.2(i) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign not on a property within 
Downtown Community Improvement Project/ Waterdown 
Urban/Waterdown Settlement Areas 

$500.00 

266 10-197 5.10A.2(k) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign less than 300m from 
another Digital Billboard 

$500.00 

267 10-197 5.10A.2(k) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign less than 180m from 
another Digital Billboard when facing the Lincoln M. 
Alexander Parkway 

$500.00 

268 10-197 5.10A.2(k) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign less than 40m from 
another Digital Billboard when facing any other street 

$500.00 

269 10-197 5.10A.2(l)(i) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign less than 300m from 
any residentially zoned property 

$500.00 

270 10-197 5.10A.2(m) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign less than 3.5m from 
any property line 

$500.00 

271 10-197 5.10A.2(n) 
permit/display Digital Billboard Sign less than 30m from an 
intersection 

$500.00 

OTHER SIGNS 
   Agricultural Sign  

272 10-197 5.11.2(a)(i) 
permit/display Agricultural Sign more than 3.0m2 of sign 
area 

$50.00 

273 10-197 5.11.2(a)(ii) permit/display Agricultural Sign not in agricultural zone $50.00 
   Agricultural Society Sign  

274 10-197 5.11.2(b)(i) 
permit/display Agricultural Sign by a non-profit agricultural 
society for an event or fair more than 9.0m2 of sign area $50.00 

275 10-197 5.11.2(b)(ii) 
permit/display Agricultural Sign by a non-profit agricultural 
society for an event or fair not in agricultural zone $50.00 

   Branding Sign  

276 10-197 5.11.2(c)(i)1. 
permit/display Branding Sign on property without business 
name 

$50.00 

277 10-197 5.11.2(c)(i)2. 
permit/display Branding Sign on property without registered 
trademark of business 

$50.00 

278 10-197 5.11.2(c)(i)3. 
permit/display Branding Sign on property without ownership 
information 

$50.00 

279 10-197 5.11.2(c)(i)4. 
permit/display Branding Sign on property without 
activity/product/service information 

$50.00 

   Commemorative Sign  

280 10-197 5.11.2(d)(i) 
permit/display Commemorative Sign more than 3.0m2 of 
sign area 

$50.00 

281 10-197 5.11.2(d)(ii) 
permit/display Commemorative Sign less than 1.5m from 
street line/property line 

$50.00 

   Directional Sign  
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SHORT FORM WORDING 
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Box 1 

282 10-197 5.11.2(e)(i)1. 
permit/display Directional wall-mounted Sign with more 
than 1m2 of sign area 

$50.00 

283 10-197 5.11.2(e)(i)2. 
permit/display Directional wall-mounted Sign less than 
2.8m above grade 

$50.00 

284 10-197 5.11.2(e)(ii)1. 
permit/display Directional Sign with more than 0.5m2 of sign 
area 

$50.00 

285 10-197 5.11.2(e)(ii)2. permit/display Directional Sign more than 1.5m in height  $50.00 

286 10-197 5.11.2(e)(ii)3. 
permit/display Directional Sign less than 1.5m from 
street/property/driveway lines 

$50.00 

   Home Occupation Sign  

287 10-197 5.11.2(f)(i) 
permit/display Home Occupation Sign with more than 0.3m2 
of sign area 

$50.00 

288 10-197 5.11.2(f)(ii) permit/display Home Occupation Sign with illumination $50.00 

289 10-197 5.11.2(f)(iii) 
permit/display Home Occupation Sign not in residential 
zone 

$50.00 

290 10-197 5.11.2(f)(iv) 
permit/display Home Occupation Sign attached to wall not 
the home advertised 

$50.00 

   Incidental Sign  

291 10-197 5.11.2(g)(i) 
permit/display Incidental/Directional Sign exceeding 
maximum sign area of 1.0m2   

$50.00 

292 10-197 5.11.2(g)(ii) Preview Menu Board visible from street  $50.00 

293 10-197 5.11.2(g)(iii) 
permit/display Incidental/Directional Sign less than 1.5m 
from street line/property line 

$50.00 

294 10-197 5.11.2(g)(iv) 
permit/display Incidental/Directional Sign on property not 
incidentally related 

$50.00 

 
295 

 
10-197 

 
5.11.2(g)(v) 

permit/display Incidental/Directional Sign on agricultural/ 
commercial/industrial/institutional property not incidentally 
related 

$50.00 

   Mural  

296 10-197 5.11.2(h)(i) 
permit/display Mural Sign not in commercial zone more 
than 50% of total wall area 

$100.00 

   Open House Directional Sign  

297 10-197 5.11.2(i)(i) 
permit/display open house directional sign before 10:00am 
of the day of the open house 

$100.00 

298 10-197 5.11.2(i)(i) 
permit/display open house directional sign after 6:00pm of 
the day of the open house 

$100.00 

299 10-197 5.11.2(i)(ii) 
permit/display open house directional sign with more than 
0.5m2 sign area 

$100.00 

300 10-197 5.11.2(i)(iii) permit/display open house directional sign on traffic island $100.00 
301 10-197 5.11.2(i)(iii) permit/display open house directional sign on median $100.00 

302 10-197 5.11.2(i)(iii) 
permit/display open house directional sign attached to light 
standard 

$100.00 

303 10-197 5.11.2(i)(iii) 
permit/display open house directional sign attached to utility 
pole 

$100.00 

304 10-197 5.11.2(i)(iv) 
permit/display open house directional sign less than 0.3m 

from sidewalk 
$100.00 

   Real Property Sale/Lease/Rent Sign  

305 10-197 5.11.2(j)(i) 
permit/display real property sale/lease/rent sign for more 
than 14 days  

$100.00 
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Box 1 

306 10-197 5.11.2(j)(ii) 
permit/display real property sale/lease/rent sign for 1 
dwelling more than 0.6m2 sign area   

$100.00 

307 10-197 5.11.2(j)(iii) 
permit/display real property sale/lease/rent sign for other 
than 1 dwelling more than 4.0m2 sign area   

$100.00 

308 10-197 5.11.2(j)(iv) 
permit/display real property sale/lease/rent sign with 
illumination 

$100.00 

309 10-197 5.11.2(j)(v) 
permit/display real property sale/lease/rent sign on property 
not being sold/leased/rented 

$100.00 

   Religious Emblem  
310 10-197 5.11.2(k) permit/display religious emblem not on private property $100.00 
   Sale of Seasonal Farm Produce Sign  

311 10-197 5.11.2(l)(i) 
permit/display sign advertising sale of seasonal farm 
produce more than 3.0m2 sign area   

$100.00 

312 10-197 5.11.2(l)(ii) 
permit/display sign advertising sale of seasonal farm 
produce not in agricultural zone    

$100.00 

   Trade Sign  

313 10-197 5.11.2(m)(i) 
permit/display sign advertising work to repair/renovate/ 
landscape other than during work being performed 

$100.00 

314 10-197 5.11.2(m)(ii) 
permit/display sign advertising work to repair/renovate/ 
landscape more than 0.48m2 of sign area  

$100.00 

315 10-197 5.11.2(m)(iii) 
permit/display sign advertising work to repair/renovate/ 
landscape more than 0.8m in height  

$100.00 

316 10-197 5.11.2(m)(iv) 
permit/display sign advertising work to repair/renovate/ 
landscape with illumination 

$100.00 

   Window Sign  

317 10-197 5.11.2(n)(i) 
permit/display electronic message display window sign 
more than 0.48m2 of sign area $100.00 

318 10-197 5.11.2(n)(ii) 
permit/display window sign more than 50% of window 
surface area 

$100.00 

319 10-197 5.11.2(n)(iii) 
permit/display window sign on property other than 
commercial/industrial/institutional zoned 

$100.00 

   Yard/Garage/Lawn Sale Sign  
320 10-197 5.11.2(o)(i) permit/display more than 4 yard/garage/lawn sale signs  $50.00 

321 10-197 5.11.2(o)(ii) 
permit/display yard/garage/lawn sale sign more than 1 day 
before event  

$50.00 

322 10-197 5.11.2(o)(ii) 
permit/display yard/garage/lawn sale sign after conclusion 
of the event 

$50.00 

323 10-197 5.11.2(o)(iii) 
permit/display yard/garage/lawn sale sign for more than 36 
hours  

$50.00 

324 10-197 5.11.2(o)(iv) 
permit/display yard/garage/lawn sale sign more than 0.2m2 
of sign area 

$50.00 

PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT 
325 10-197 7.1 person contravened provision of the Sign By-law   $500.00 

326 10-197 7.1 
person failed to comply with an order made under Sign By-
law 

$500.00 
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PASSED this 9th day of May, 2019. 
 
 
 
 
   
M. Pearson  J. Pilon 
Acting Mayor  Acting City Clerk 

 


